
MACOMB TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
MEETING MINUTES AND PUBLIC HEARING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2013                                                             
 
LOCATION:  MACOMB TOWNSHIP MEETING CHAMBERS 
   54111 BROUGHTON ROAD 
   MACOMB, MI 48042 
 
PRESENT:  JANET DUNN, SUPERVISOR 
   MICHAEL D. KOEHS, CLERK 
   KAREN GOODHUE, TREASURER 
   DINO F. BUCCI, JR, TRUSTEE 
   CLIFFORD W. FREITAS, TRUSTEE 
   ROGER KRZEMINSKI, TRUSTEE 
   NANCY NEVERS, TRUSTEE 
 
ABSENT:  NONE 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Lawrence Dloski, Legal Counsel 
   Jerome Schmeiser, Planning Consultant 
   James VanTiflin, Township Engineer Director 
   (Additional attendance on file at the Clerk’s Office) 
 
Supervisor DUNN called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
1. Clerk KOEHS called the roll and the Board of Trustees was present. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda Items (with any corrections) 

 
The agenda was reviewed and items #7 and #8 were tabled to the meeting of 
July 24, 2013.  Item #5-A-2 was a request to replace 14 AED’s.  The correction 
was made to state 9 AED’s instead of 14.   Added items were #8-A, a request to 
sign a proposed agreement with SDA for electronic transfer of township files and 
#8-B, a request to authorize Legal Council to defend Macomb Township in a 
Zoning Board of Appeal Lawsuit – Stojanovic vs. Macomb Township.   

  
MOTION by BUCCI seconded by NEVERS to approve the agenda as 
amended. 
 
MOTION carried. 

 
3. Approval of the Bills 
 
 MOTION by KRZEMINSKI seconded by FREITAS to approve both bill runs 

as presented. 
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MOTION carried. 
   
4. Approval of the previous Meeting Minutes from July 10, 2013. 
 
 MOTION by GOODHUIE seconded by NEVERS to approve the meeting 

minutes from June 26, 2013. 
 
 MOTION carried. 
 
5. Consent Agenda Items: 
 

 A. Fire Department: 
 

1.   Request for Fire Inspectors to attend Arson Training. 
2.   Request to Replace 9 AED’s. 
 

B.       Water and Sewer Department: 
 

  1.   Easement Encroachment:  Villa Rosa Subdivision #5, Lot 237  
   Sidwell # 08-07-201-010. 
  2.   Easement Encroachment:  Emerald Green Subdivision Lot 88,  
   Sidwell # 08-05-297-016. 
  3.    Easement Encroachment: Brentwood Farms Subdivision No. 1  

  Lot 47, Sidwell # 08-29-207-024. 
  4.   Request Authorization to Pay Advanced Underground Inspection  

  for Sanitary Maintenance. 
  5.   Request Authorization to Pay Advanced Underground Inspection  
   for Storm & Sanitary Maintenance 
 

MOTION by BUCCI seconded by FREITAS to approve the Consent Agenda 
as amended earlier. 

 
 MOTION carried. 
 
6. Public Comments, Agenda Items Only 
 
 None. 
 
  
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 7.   Review of Professional Services. 
 (Tabled to the meeting of July 24, 2013) 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
8.   Request to Amend Macomb Township Zoning Ordinance; Chapter XXV; 

Traditional Neighborhood Development. 
 (Tabled to the meeting of July 24, 2013) 
 
8-a. Request for an agreement with SDA for the transfer of Electronic Files. 
 
 Jim Van Tiflin, Township Engineer, refreshed the Board on a statement he made 

at the previous Board meeting regarding the transfer of files from Spalding 
DeDecker.  Mr. Van Tiflin mentioned these files are needed for daily operations 
and for permitting. Spalding DeDecker Associates will transfer these files but the 
Township must sign an agreement from SDA stating the Township cannot hold 
SDA responsible once they leave their possession. Mr. Van Tiflin stated that the 
Township Attorney has reviewed the agreement and he has concerns regarding 
the language. 

 
 Lawrence Dloski stated the chances of litigation would be very unlikely but the 

agreement does contain a very onerous indemnification clause. In the event of 
litigation the Township would have to indemnify SDA for damages. The Township 
would have to pay the attorney fees and defense costs. Mr. Dloski stated his 
recommendation would be to sign the agreement with the indemnification clause 
stricken. 

 
MOTION by KRZEMINSKI seconded by GOODHUE to approve the request 
to authorize the Township Supervisor to sign the agreement with SDA for 
the transfers of Township files, subject to the removal of the 
indemnification clause as recommended by the Township Attorney. 

 
 MOTION carried 

 
8-b. Request to Authorize Legal Council to defend the Township in a Zoning Board of 

Appeals Lawsuit - Stojanovic vs. Macomb Township  
 

MOTION by KRZEMINSKI seconded by FREITAS to approve the request to 
Authorize Legal Council to defend the Township in a Zoning Board of 
Appeals Lawsuit - Stojanovic vs. Macomb Township.   

 
MOTION carried 

 
 
PLANNING 
 
 9.   Request Approval for Rezoning Request; Agricultural (AG) to Residential, One 

Family Urban (R-1); Located on north side of 22 Mile Road, 1/4 mile east of 
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Hayes Road; Section 19. Biltmore Land LLC, Petitioner.  Formerly Permanent 
Parcel Numbers 08-19-400-004, 08-19-400-006, 08-19-400-007 and 08-19-400-
010, now 08-19-400-012.   

 
 Jerry Schmeiser, Planning Consultant, recommended that the property be 

rezoned from Agricultural (AG) to Residential, One Family Urban (R-1) for the 
following reasons: 

 
1. The proposed rezoning is consistent with the goals of the Master Plan. 
 
2. The proposed rezoning is consistent with the development of the surrounding 

properties. 
 

The Township Attorney stated there are provisions in the consent judgment with 
regards to the Deneweth Parcel which will allow it to continue operating as a 
standalone parcel under the following conditions: driveways will have to be 
closed off, they will have to dedicate a Right-of–Way for 22 Mile Road, setbacks 
will have to be provided for the current signage, the pedestrian pathway will have 
to be constructed and all the other requirements of the Township Development 
Ordinances must be met. 
 
Trustee Bucci asked the Township Attorney who would bear the cost for the 
improvements to the roads and to the driveways. The Township Attorney 
informed Trustee Bucci that the developer, Biltmore Land, LLC., would be the 
responsible party, and that it was a part of the consent judgment in developing 
the Biltmore parcel that those improvements be completed. 

 
MOTION by KRZEMENSKI seconded by BUCCI to approve the request to 
rezone Permanent Parcel Number 08-19-400-012 from Agricultural (AG) to 
Residential, One Family Urban (R-1), located on north side of 22 Mile Road, 
1/4 mile east of Hayes Road. 

 
  MOTION carried 
 
  
 FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
10.   Request to Promote Four Probationary Fire Fighters. 
 

Fire Chief Phillips recommended to the Board the promotion of four Probationary 
Firefighters to the position of Paid-On-call Firefighters. All have successfully 
completed their 18 months probationary period and have been recommended by 
the Probationary Development Committee. Chief Phillips then stated their names, 
Shawn Diamond, Jeff Piccolo, Mike Azar and Sean Mangan. 
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MOTION by KOEHS seconded by NEVERS to approve the request to 
promote Shawn Diamond, Jeff Piccolo, Mike Azar and Sean Mangan to the 
position of Paid-on-Call Firefighters. 

 
  MOTION carried 
 
 
11.   Request Authorization to Extend Offer of Employment for Fire Sergeant. 
 

Fire Chief Phillips recommended to the Board the promotion of Stephan Stawecki 
and Ryan Gierman for the two vacant Sergeant positions. The Ryan Gierman 
offer is contigent upon the successful completion of standard post offer 
requirements. After completion of post offer requirements both Firefighter 
Stawecki and Gierman will start on or after July 14, 2013. 

 
MOTION by GOODHUE seconded by NEVERS to approve the request to 
extend the offer of Sergeant to Stephen Stawecki and a conditional offer to 
of employment to Ryan Gierman contingent on Mr. Gierman’s successful 
completion of the standard post offer requirements.  

 
  MOTION carried 
 
 
WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT 
 
12.   Request to Approve Proposal for Engineering Service at Sanitary Pump Station 
 No. 11. 

Gerry Wangelin, Water & Sewer Superintendent, started by giving the Board 
the past history of Station No. 11 and informed the Board that FTCH would 
design the best plan and solution to repair the control pad.  The cost would be 
Five Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($5,900.00), after the plan has been 
established it will go out for bids. Mr. Wangelin then informed the Board once 
bids are received he will present his findings at a later date and request 
permission to award the bid from the Board. 

  

MOTION by KRZEMINSKI seconded by FREITAS to approve the proposal 
for Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber to investigate and design the 
correction required for the Sanitary Pump Station No. 11. 

 
  MOTION carried 
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Public Comments, Non-Agenda Items Only - (3 minute time limit) 
 
 None. 
 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
 
13. Supervisor Comments 
 

Supervisor Dunn reminded the Township Residents regarding the change in 
garbage pick from Monday to Tuesday for all residents in the area between 23 
and 24 Mile Road and from Hayes Road to Romeo Plank Road. Supervisor Dunn 
mentioned that Waste Management will send out a flier as well as phone and E-
mail messages to those who are affected, and the Township will have a map on 
the website.   

  
Supervisor Dunn stated at the June 26, 2013 Board meeting the agreement 
between the Full Time Firefighters and the Township was reviewed by the 
Township Board. The Board then authorized the Supervisor, Fire Chief, Legal 
Council and the HR Director to sign the agreement when the actuarial report for 
ACT 345 Fire Retirement System was received. Supervisor Dunn stated on July 
8, 2013 Mrs. Kubes from Human Resources reviewed the report and stated after 
seven days the agreement could be signed. 
 
Supervisor Dunn spoke regarding the American Red Cross Blood Drive held on 
June 26, 2013 which netted 44 donors, four of which were new Donors. 
According to the Red Cross, 132 potential lives will be saved due to the 
donations. Supervisor Dunn also stated units of blood are still needed. 
Supervisor Dunn mentioned there will be another blood drive in September, and 
asked everyone to please consider donating at that time. 
 

14. Clerk Comments 
 

Clerk Koehs addressed the Board in regards to the language for the fireworks 
Ordinance and mentioned that everyone is aware of the concerns with fireworks 
this past week. Clerk Koehs stated the State legislature is trying to correct the 
problem they initiated earlier, and have changed the laws to allow  municipalities 
to tighten up the times when fireworks can be ignited, discharged and used. 
Clerk Koehs stated the language presented to the Board would amend the 
Ordinance to comply with the new state law. Clerk Koehs mentioned it would be 
amended to say no person may ignite, discharge or use consumer fireworks the 
day proceeding, the day of or the day after a national holiday during the hours of 
12:00 a.m. (Midnight) and 8:00 a.m., and on New Year’s Day between 1:00 a.m. 
and 8:00 a.m. Clerk Koehs ask the Township Attorney how soon after the 
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publication of the amended ordinance before it would take effect. The Township 
Attorney stated 30 days after publication. 
 
MOTION by KOEHS seconded by GOODHUE to Amend the Fireworks 
Ordinance by adding: 

 
Chapter 11. Article IV of the Township Code of Ordinances is 
amended to add a new section being Section 11-46 which reads as 
follows: 
 

No person may ignite, discharge or use consumer fireworks 
on the day preceding, on the day of, or the day after a national 
holiday between the hours of 12 midnight and 8:00 a.m., or 
between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. on New Year’s 
Day. 

 
MOTION carried. 

 
15. Treasurer Comments 
 

Treasurer Goodhue spoke regarding the BSNA Software that is being looked at 
to make the Township all work together. Treasurer Goodhue mentioned the 
proposal she e-mailed to the Board Members and encouraged the Board to 
review the BSA Software proposal so when it is brought back to the Board they 
will be prepared. 
 

16. Trustees Comments 
 

None. 
 
  
MOTION by BUCCI seconded FREITAS by to adjourn to Executive Session 
at 7:31 p.m. 
 
MOTION carried. 

 
The Board returned to regular session at 7:35 p.m. 
  

 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 17. Proposed Settlement of 2011 MI Tax Tribunal Appeal; AJ Management v Twp. of 

Macomb, Docket No. 422786. 
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MOTION by KOEHS seconded by NEVERS to authorize Legal Counsel to 
sign the Consent Judgment.  

 
 MOTION carried  
 
18. Proposed Settlement of 2011 through 2013 MI Tax Tribunal Appeal; M.G.G. v 

Twp. of Macomb, Docket No. 425342.  

 
MOTION by KOEHS seconded by FREITAS to authorize Legal Counsel to 
sign the Consent Judgment.  

 
 MOTION carried 

 
19. Proposed Settlement of 2011 through 2013 MI Tax Tribunal Appeal; Chesterfield 5 

LLC v Twp. Of Macomb, Docket No. 425551. 
  

MOTION by KOEHS seconded by GOODHUE to authorize Legal Counsel to 
sign the Consent Judgment.  

 
 MOTION carried 

   
ADJOURNMENT   
 

MOTION by BUCCI seconded by KOEHS to adjourn the Board of Trustees 
meeting at 7:40 p.m. 

 
 MOTION carried. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 ___________________ 
 Janet I. Dunn 
 Macomb Township Supervisor 
 
 
 
 ____________________ 
 Michael D. Koehs, CMC 
 Macomb Township Clerk 


